
Boston Post Cane to Dawn Randall, 94

In August 1909, the Boston Post devised a
clever way of increasing its circulation. It gave 

an ebony cane with a 14K gold handle to 700 
small towns in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, and Maine. This cane was to honor the 
oldest citizen of each town.  

Harrisville received one of these canes, which 
languished in storage for several years until the 
town officials found and reactivated it. They display 
the original cane in the hall of the town offices and 
a replica is presented to the oldest citizen. The pre-
vious holder of it, Jed Hollenbeck, recently moved 
from town. Dawn Randall is now Harrisville’s old-
est citizen and the cane was presented to her at a 
select board meeting on March 25 by town clerk 
Cathy Lovas. At the presentation, Dawn was quick 
to point out that she is not only Harrisville’s oldest 
citizen, but she is also the oldest voter. She also 
tried to claim being just 74 and a few months, but 
the crowd quickly set her straight!

Dawn came to Harrisville about 12 years ago 
to live near her family, Alison and Steve Weber. 
She still lives next door to them with her 15-year-
old cat, who Dawn says is very opinionated, with 
a lot to say. Dawn and her now-deceased husband 
came here from Wayland, Massachusetts. They 
raised four daughters, spending much free time 
walking, swimming, dancing, and enjoying the outdoors. 
Dawn still walks as much as possible; she also writes and 
most importantly paints.

She studied painting at the Massachusetts College of 
Art and subsequently taught art in Framingham, which she 
loved. She met wonderful extended families of her stu-
dents, many of them Hispanic. It was a rewarding time for 
her, artistically and personally. She continues to paint now, 

using flowers, owls, and other inspiration from nature. Her 
impressionistic works are featured in the fall art tours. She 
is also active in the Wednesday Academy.  

It was a lovely occasion to honor Dawn Randall, a 
tribute to her longevity, but also to her many accomplish-
ments and continuing interests. It is an honor to have her as 
a resident, and voter, in Harrisville.

Sherry Sims
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Harrisville Inn
Bed and Breakfast

Owner:  Maria Coviello
HarrisvilleInn.com 
797 Chesham Road, Harrisville, NH | 603–827-3163 

An idyllic country getaway 
full of romance and charm.

Dawn Randall gleefully accepts the Boston Post Cane award. 
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aldworthmanor.com  ·  603.827.2854 
reservations@aldworthmanor.com to reserve, but not required 
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